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1. Name
5.

historic Riverside Cotton Mill @ ', . ... |
and/or common Riverside Division of Dan River, Incorporated f AL e .
2. Location
street & number — not for pubiication
city,town Danville — vicinity of Songieavitnslalisisipis
state  Virginia code county pirtevivania | code
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— . district — public —X occupied —_ agriculture — _ museum
—X_building(s) _x_ private — unoccupied — commercial —— park
—X_ structure — both —— work in progress — educational —— private residence
% Site Publiec Acquisition Accessible ____ entertainment ——_religious
—__ object — . in process —X_ yes: restricted — government ___ scientific

—— being considered — yes: unrestricted —X_ industrial — transportation

—no — military —— other:
4. Owner of Property
name Dan River, Inc.
street & number £ -0« Box 261
city, town Danville . vicinity of state Virginia
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouss, registry of deeds, etc.  Danville City Hall
street & number
city, town state
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Study

title Dan River Basin Cultural Resources has this property been determined eligible? . _yes ___no
date 1981, Army Corps of Engineers, Wilmington, NC __ taderal __ state __ county __ local

depaositary for survey records

city, town state



qaf45223
Text Box
Listed
VLR 7/20/1982


7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—x— excellent —— deteriorated __ unaltered X original site
—3— good — tuins — altered —_moved  date
—— fair — . unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Now one of the largest textile companies in the United States, Dan River, Incorporated,
began almost ome century ago in a small waterpowered cotton mill in downtown Danville,
Virginia. Orginally named Riverside Cotton Mills, the business rapidly expanded along

both banks of the Dan River until today is red brick and white reinforced concrete buildings
dominate central Danville and its riverfront. Now named the Riverside Division of

Dan River, Inc. the complex consists largely of mills and outbuildings built between

the early 1880's and the early 1920's. These structures begin with the brick venacular mills
built in the nineteenth century by Thomas Benton Fitzgerald and culminate in the

massive, reinforced concrete structures built in the 1920's modernist style. In addition
to the mills and various support buildings, the Riverside Division still contains

several of its early hydraulic structures, such as dams and a power canal (originally a
navigational canal).

In the course of nearly a century of continuous operation, some of the buildings have
received alterations and additions, and some, such as the Morotock Mill, were demolished
decades ago. The standing structures retain significant features of their original designs,
however, and a strong possibility exists that archaeological remains of some of the
vanished buildings are still present underneath deep landfill on the riverbanks. For

a more detailed description and inventory of the historic structures and sites at the
Riverside Division, see pages one through fifty of the accompanying report.



8. Significance

Pariod Arveas of Significance-—Check and justily below

—— prehistoric  ___ archeclogy-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture_____ refigion

— 1400~1499 ___ archeoilogy-historic — . conservation — law -~ science

—— 1500~15989 ____ agriculture — _ economics — literature — sculpture

—1600-1699 __ architecture — education —— military — social/

~—1700~1799 _ _ art -—x engineering —— music humanitarian

—xX1800-1899 __ commerce —— exploration/settiement ___ philosophy — theater

— 1500~ — communications X _ industry — politics/government ___ transportation
— invention o —— other (specify)

Specitic d-tohgm to pr .y Builder/ArchitectT.B. Fitzgerald, Lockwood-Greene, et al

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Riverside Division of Dan River, Incorporated, which was first chartered in 1882

as Riverside Cotton Mills, is important for its historic associations with the century of
development in the Southern textile industry following reconstruction, for its association
with the history of Danville, Virginia, and for its examples of changing American
industrial techniques, technology and energy sources. It fulfills at least three

of the National Register's standards for significance. The major part played by Riverside
and the textile industry in Southern history are unmistakeably "associated with events
that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history."

In Riversides's range of nineteenth and twentieth century industrial structures, such as
mills, warehouses, dams and canals, it definitely "embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type , period or method of comstruction,” and for students of
industrial or regional history, the complex is "likely to yield information important in
. - . history."

For a more detailed statement of Riversides's significance, see pages fifty-ome through
fifty-nine of the accompanying report.



9. Major Bibliographical References

See report, pages 68-72

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangie name _Danville Quadrangle scale _1:24000
UMT References .. Page 60 of the report
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Zone Easting Narthing L . _Zone , Easting = =~ Northing .
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Verba! boundary description and justification
See Page 60 of the report.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By (urd N“.t! mgé:a‘___

name/title Thomas Hargrove, Vice-President

organizationArchaeological Research Consultants, Inc., date  July 14, 1982

street & number P.0. Box 3296 telephone  (919) 967-4180

cityortown Chapel Hill ' state North Caroclina 27514

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

— hational — - state ——local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nationai Historic Preservation Act ot 1966 (Public Law 89~
865), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and cerstify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Mistoric Preservation Officer signature

title date

For NPS use only:
I heraby certily that this property is included in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register
Attast: date

Chief of Registration
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